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in passing over the sin of Venantius, just as, for the sake oi public ends, he felt himself justified in lavishing encomia on Queen Brunichildis, and in singing triumphal paeans in honoui of Phocas. His policy was doubtless worldly wise, but it was hardly worthy of a Christian saint, and it gives us somewhat oj a shock to find Gregory deliberately setting aside a canonica] ordinance and relaxing his own disciplinary regulations out oJ consideration for the influence and high position of an offender It is only fair to observe, however, that there may have beer circumstances of which we know nothing, which, if ascertained would put a different complexion on this difficult case.
The general result of Gregory's labours in the cause oJ monasticism was a strengthening of the system, whereby it was enabled to develop its potentialities more freely, and to become a practical force in Christendom. Gregory built up the systeir from within, by instituting a thorough reformation of the abuses which weakened it, and by bringing it into strict accord witl the principles laid down by Benedict. He also protected i1 from without, by putting a check on the aggressive tyranny oJ the bishops, and by delivering it from the intrusion and interference of the secular clergy. He aimed at making it ar efficient and self-sufficient organization, working in the interests of the Church for the highest ends. And he did mucl towards translating his ideal into a reality. Gregory faithfullj carried on the work begun by Benedict. He gave practical effect to his ideas. And if monasticism in the West developed into a mighty force for the leavening of mediaeval society anc the redemption of the mediaeval Church, it was owing in large measure to the wisdom and energy of the first monk-Pope.